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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 19 
March 2004 has been entered. 



2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1, filed 10 February 2004 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant's Arguments 
a) Regarding applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 , the applicant states that 
Kahn does not select a window based on information contained in the actual beam from 
the user's pointer device. 

Examiner's Response 
a) The examiner disagrees as previously stated in the rejection the display identity 
detector (30) detects on which display the position the pointer of the remote is aimed, 
where the pointer indicates the desired by the user (col 4, line 4-1 8). Thus the sensor 



Response to Arguments 
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senses the identification of the beam and any action action if included in the beam for 
the respective window. It should be known that remotes whether RF or IF can send 
(where some may also received) commands via actuation of a key/button/selection. 
Thus Kahn clearly selects a window based on information within the beam, since the 
beam is used to select the window and also to select the appropriate action performed 
within the window. 

2b. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kahn et 
al., US 5,793,361. 

In considering claim 1, 
a) the claimed a display device having window means for displaying information in at 
least two windows of said display device is met display system 16 which includes 
multiple windows/screens 18 (Fig 1) 



• 



Application/Control Number: 09/741,919 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2614 

b) the claimed parameter control means for controlling a parameter of a respective one 
of said windows in response to a user supplied parameter control command is met by 
computer system 14 which includes a processor 84, storage 82, memory 80 and screen 
buffers/drivers 86, where a real-time operating system 88 and application 90 run on the 
system (col 7, line 52-55) (Fig 3). Computer system 14 in response to a user entered 
indicated action (i.e. menu selection) via pointers 20 and 22, receives the commands 
via demodulator 50, where the computer system knows which applications are running 
in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and delivers the appropriate 
applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49-67). 

c) the claimed user operable window selection means for selecting a window to be 
controlled by said parameter control means is met where via pointers 20 and 22, the 
user(s) can select a window portion(s) (Fig 1 as shown, portion 24 and 26), where the 
selected window are received by sensors 30 which are delivered to demodulator 50 
which is part of the detection system (col 7, line 29-34). 

d) the claimed at least two remote controls is met by pointers 20 and 22 which includes 
pushbuttons or other activating mechanisms (Fig 1 , col 4, line 4-1 1 ). 

e) the claimed association means for associating a respective remote control with a 
respective window is met by computer system 14 which knows which applications are 
running in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and delivers the appropriate 
applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49-67). 

f) the claimed wherein window selection means are adapted to select the window in 
response to a parameter control command received from a remote control associated 
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with the selected window, the parameter control command comprising window 
identification information is met where the display identity detector (sensor 30) detects 
on which display the position of the pointer is aimed, where the pointer indicates the 
action desired by the user (col 4, line 4-18). The sensor thus senses the identification 
of the beam and any action if included in the beam for the respective window. 



In considering claim 2, 
The claimed the display device being capable of receiving information from different 
sources and displaying the information from each of said sources in a respective 
window, said parameter being the source of the information displayed in said respective 
window is met where the information displayed on the screens may be of any kind, 
including images, visual interfaces providing by graphical operating environments (e.g. 
Windows), menu driven programs, and command line interfaces. The display screen 
may show unrelated information or may be grouped to display related information (cot 3, 
line 61 to col 4, line 3). 

In considering claim 3, 
The claimed in each respective remote control, window identification means for 
transmitting, along with a transmitted parameter control command, a signal indicative of 
a window associated with the respective remote control is met where the desired 
window is identified by the direction/position of the pointer (picked up by sensors 30) 
where the remote sends and identifies the window of interest in order to control a 
parameter of the selected window (menu selection). 
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In considering claim 4, 
The claimed said association means comprising discrimination means for discriminating 
signals received from said at least two remote controls so as to determine from which 
remote control the receive signals originate is met by computer system 14 which knows 
which applications are running in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and 
delivers the appropriate applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49- 



In considering claim 5, 
The claimed said at least two remote controls arrange to transmit signals in accordance 
with different protocols, the discrimination means being arranged to recognize said 
different protocols is met where in the instance of multiple simultaneous users, the 
beam from each pointer would be coded for uniqueness possibly using spread spectrum 
where the computer system 14 (via display control system) activates the appropriate 
windows based on the particular remotes. 

In considering claim 6, 
The claimed said association means comprising in each respective remote control, 
remote control identification means for transmitting, along with a transmitted parameter 
control command, a signal identifying the respective remote control is met where the 
beam from each pointer would be coded for uniqueness possibly using spread spectrum 
where the computer system 14 (via display control system) activates the appropriate 
windows based on the particular remotes. 

In considering claim 7, 
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The claimed window selection means being arranged to bypass said association means 
when only one window is displayed on the display device is met if only one screen is 
involved only a single detector is need to determine which user is transmitting (col 5, 
line 49-53). 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4a. Claims 8-9 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Kahn et al., US 5,793,361 in view of Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

In considering claim 8, 

a) the claimed window means for displaying information in at least two windows is met 
by display system 16 which includes a plurality of windows 18 (Fig 1). 

b) the claimed parameter control means for controlling a parameter of a respective one 
of said windows in response to a user supplied parameter control command is met by 
computer system 14 which includes a processor 84, storage 82, memory 80 and screen 
buffers/drivers 86, where a real-time operating system 88 and application 90 run on the 
system (col 7, line 52-55) (Fig 3). Computer system 14 in response to a user entered 
indicated action (i.e. menu selection) via pointers 20 and 22, receives the commands 
via demodulator 50, where the computer system knows which applications are running 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and delivers the appropriate 
applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49-67). 

c) the claimed user operable window selection means for selecting a window to be 
controlled by said parameter control means is met by users 10, 12 (fig 1) which select a 
window (arbitrary) 24 and 26 respectively in this instance, via remotes/pointers 20 and 
22 respectively. 

d) the claimed association means for associating a respective one of at least two 
remote controls with a respective window is met by computer system 14 which knows 
which applications are running in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and 
delivers the appropriate applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49- 



e) the claimed wherein window selection means are adapted to select the window in 
response to a parameter control command received from a remote control associated 
with the selected window is met where the display identity detector (sensor 30) detect 
on which display the position of the pointer is aimed. 

However, Kahn does not explicitly recite the use of multiple displays/windows 
within a display screen. Kahn discloses a system which may display information of any 
kind, including images, visual interfaces provided by graphical operating environments 
(e.g. Windows), menu driven programs and command line interface. Kahn also 
discloses that display screens may show unrelated information or the screens might be 
grouped to display related information. 



67). 
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The use of multiple displays/windows (i.e. split screen, picture-in-picture) is 
notoriously well known in the art. Thus the examiner incorporates the applicant's own 
disclosure, where the applicant's states that JP-1 0079989 is a known system which is 
able to display information in a split-screen mode where the window selected is based 
upon the IR sensor via the user's remote actuation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Kahn, which discloses which includes multiple screens, 
multiple remotes where a variety of users can view related/unrelated information in the 
desired part of the display, by incorporating conventional multi-window displays, which 
allows the user to view multiple windows within a display screen in order to provide the 
user the ability to view additional information within a selected window. 

In considering claim 9, 
The claimed said association means comprising discrimination means for discriminating 
signals received from said at least two remote controls so as to determine from which 
remote control the receive signals originate is met by computer system 14 which knows 
which applications are running in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and 
delivers the appropriate applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49- 



In considering claim 1 1 , 
a) the claimed association means for associating the remote control with a respective 
control with a respective window of a display device having window selection means 
which are adapted to select said respective window in response to a parameter control 
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command received from the remote control is met where computer system 14 
determines which remote is activating which screen based on the beam from each 
pointer would be coded for uniqueness possibly using spread spectrum where the 
computer system 14 (via display control system) activates the appropriate windows 
based on the particular remotes. 

b) the claimed display device further comprising control means adapted to control a 
parameter of said respective window in accordance with said parameter control 
command is met by computer system 14 which controls a selected screen in response 
to the request of the user via a remote, where the computer knows which applications 
are running on each screen. 

In considering claim 12, 
The claimed window identification means for transmitting, along with a transmitted 
parameter control command, a signal indicative of a window associated with the remote 
control is met where the desired window is identified by the direction/position of the 
pointer (picked up by sensors 30) where the remote sends and identifies the window of 
interest in order to control a parameter of the selected window (menu selection). 

In considering claim 13, 
The claimed said association means comprising remote control identification means for 
transmitting, along with a transmitted parameter control command, a signal identifying 
the respective remote control is met where the beam from each pointer would be coded 
for uniqueness possibly using spread spectrum where the computer system 14 (via 
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display control system) activates the appropriate windows based on the particular 
remotes. 

In considering claim 14, 

a) the claimed a user operably selecting a window is met by users 10,12 (fig 1 ) which 
select a window (arbitrary) 24 and 26 respectively in this instance, via remotes/pointers 
20 and 22 respectively. 

b) tlie claimed controlling a parameter of said selected window in response to a user 
supplied parameter control command is met by computer system 14 which includes a 
processor 84, storage 82, memory 80 and screen buffers/drivers 86, where a real-time 
operating system 88 and application 90 run on the system (col 7, line 52-55) (Fig 3). 
Computer system 14 in response to a user entered indicated action (i.e. menu 
selection) via pointers 20 and 22, receives the commands via demodulator 50, where 
the computer system knows which applications are running in each portion of the 
display, and thus sorts out and delivers the appropriate applications to the appropriate 
portion of display (col 7, line 49-67). 

c) the claimed associating a respective one of at least two remote controls with a 
respective window is met by computer system 14 which knows which applications are 
running in each portion of the display, and thus sorts out and delivers the appropriate 
applications to the appropriate portion of display (col 7, line 49-67). 

d) the claimed selecting the window in response to a parameter control command 
received from a remote control associated with the selected window, the parameter 
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control command comprising window identification information is met where the display 
identity detector (sensor 30) detects on which display the position of the pointer is 
aimed, where the pointer indicates the action desired by the user (col 4, line 4-18). The 
sensor thus senses the identification of the beam and any action if included in the beam 
for the respective window. 

However, Kahn does not explicitly recite the use of multiple displays/windows 
within a display screen. Kahn discloses a system which may display information of any 
kind, including images, visual interfaces provided by graphical operating environments 
(e.g. Windows), menu driven programs and command line interface. Kahn also 
discloses that display screens may show unrelated information or the screens might be 
grouped to display related information. 

The use of multiple displays/windows (i.e. split screen, picture-in-picture) is 
notoriously well known in the art. Thus the examiner incorporates the applicant's own 
disclosure, where the applicant's states that JP-1 0079989 is a known system which is 
able to display information in a split-screen mode where the window selected is based 
upon the IR sensor via the user's remote actuation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Kahn, which discloses which includes multiple screens, 
multiple remotes where a variety of users can view related/unrelated information in the 
desired part of the display, by incorporating conventional multi-window displays, which 
allows the user to view multiple windows within a display screen in order to provide the 
user the ability to view additional information within a selected window. 
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4b. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kahn et 
al., US 5,793,361 in view of Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) and Lee, US 
6,204,884. 

In considering claim 1 0, 

The combination of Kahn et al., and AAPA does not explicitly recite the use of a 
television receiver as a display device. Kahn discloses the use of a CRT, for instance a 
raster scanned CRT (col 2, line 47-50). Kahn also discloses displaying information of 
any kind, including images, visual interfaces (e.g. Windows), menu driven programs and 
command line interfaces. Kahn discloses a system which utilizes a personal computer 
14 for providing the displayed signals. Kahn does discloses a display system 16 in the 
form of a rectangular array of raster scanned CRT display screens which are able to 
display a multitude of signals, images as stated above. 

As stated above, AAPA states that JP-1 0079989 is a known system which is able 
to display information in a split-screen mode where the window selected is based upon 
the IR sensor via the user's remote actuation. 

In response to the applicant's traversal of the examiner's OFFICIAL NOTICE the 
examiner now incorporates Lee, US 6,204,884 which teaches the use of a television 
receiver as a display both for TV signals and PC signals. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Kahn et al. and AAPA, which discloses a CRT display 
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device which may use one or more screens which display one or more windows utilizing 
one or more remotes to display a multitude of information, by utilizing a TV receiver as a 
display screen which displays both PC and TV signals as done by Lee, in order to 
provide the user a single display (screens) which can display both PC and broadcast 
signals. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure — please see newly cited references on attached form PTO-892. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Yenke whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9871 . The examiner work schedule is Monday-Thursday, 0730-1830 hrs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
Supervisor, John W. Miller, can be reached at (703)305^795. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number is 
(703)305-HELP. 

General information about patents, trademarks, products and services 
offered by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), and other 
related information is available by contacting the USPTO's General Information 
Services Division at: 

800-PTO-9199 or 703-308-HELP 

(FAX) 703-305-7786 

(TDD) 703-305-7785 

An automated message system is available 7 days a week, 24 hours a 
day providing informational responses to frequently asked questions and the 
ability to order certain documents. Customer service representatives are 
available to answer questions, send materials or connect customers with other 
offices of the USPTO from 8:30 a.m. - 8:00p.m. EST/EDT, Monday-Friday 
excluding federal holidays. 

For other technical patent information needs, the Patent Assistance 
Center can be reached through customer service representatives at the above 
numbers, Monday through Friday (except federal holidays) from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. EST/EDT. 
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General information brochures can also be obtained in person from the 
Patent Search Room located in Crystal Plaza 3, Room 1 A03, 2021 South Clark 
Place, Arlington, VA 22202. 

The Patent Electronic Business Center (EBC) allows USPTO customers to 
retrieve data, check the status of pending actions, and submit information and 
applications. The tools currently available in the Patent EBC are Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) and the Electronic Filing System (EPS). 
PAIR (http://pair.uspto.gov) provides customers direct secure access to their own 
patent application status information, as well as to general patent information 
publicly available. EPS allows customers to electronically file patent application 
documents securely via the Internet. EPS is a system for submitting new utility 
patent applications and pre-grant publication submissions in electronic 
publication-ready form. EPS includes software to help customers prepare 
submissions in extensible Markup Language (XML) format and to assemble the 
various parts of the application as an electronic submission package. EPS 
also allows the submission of Computer Readable Pormat (CRP) sequence 
listings for pending biotechnology patent applications, wfcttsfcuwere filed in paper 



form. 
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/Primary Examinec_y 
Art Unit 2614 
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